
Together We are Building a 
Bigger and 
Stronger Community

Community Integration 
Programme

building a bigger and stronger community together



ABOUT US

Page 2

Portsmouth has a diverse community that is growing from strength to strength and URBOND was 
founded to help the local community to integrate with one and another. At URBOND we accept that 
as human beings we are not perfect, and we can all make mistakes from time to time. We can help to 
promote a peaceful and better living environment for everyone if we learn to accept each other, 
embrace each other’s differences, and not prejudge one another. We need to lower our guards and 
take the opportunities we have to interact with everyone in the local community. Since its inception, 
URBOND has united people from over 75 different nationalities and backgrounds and via our events 
they have been able to build solid ongoing relationships with each other. When people Attend our 
events we ensure that a range of activities are made available as we have found this to be particularly 
effective method of bringing people together in a fun environment. If you are a visitor, have recently 
moved into the area or have never attended URBOND events previously then we would very much 
like to encourage you to come along, join in the fun and be part of our caring organisation. The bond 
between our community members is stronger than ever, let us take the opportunity to honour the 
many cultures, traditions, and beliefs that make Portsmouth such a wonderful place to live. Thank you 
for your time and we hope to see you soon at one of UBOND’s events.

Bringing people together and supporting them is so important for our 
community.The team at URBOND do this through sport, family fun days 
and many other activities.The work URBOND are doing in our community 
and in Africa, is nothing short of amazing. As a family-owned business, we 
care about our community and take our corporate social responsibility 
seriously and this is why Richmond are proud to support URBOND!!

SAM NOBES 
Operations Director 
Richmond Motor Group

OUSMANE DRAME

Chairman

URBOND is a charity working to improve access to primary education and advance diversity and 
equality within our communities. The charity was founded with the primary purpose of helping the 
local community to integrate with one another, make friends or simply to be accepted in the local 
neighbourhood, whatever their beliefs and ideologies.

Message from our Chairman
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Our vision is to embed the philosophy of bigger, stronger communities on a national 
and international scale. What we do in Portsmouth lays the foundation for this. 
Read on to see how we’re putting this into action and what the impact is to the 
lives of individuals within the communities we serve.

“URBOND, what a great community based charitable organisation! I have 
attended a few events held by the group and have found them to be innovative, 
inviting and initiative led by its founders and members. The atmosphere and 
sense of community cohesion is second to none. One massively distinguished 
trait I have always found is how the charity’s events and help in the community 
has always been deeply embedded with the support and recognition in the role it 
plays within the local Community. The words ‘bond’ within the organisations 
name is a fitting tribute to the great work it plays in the present and the future 
towards peace and harmony within the Community”
- Yusuf Ali

The atmosphere and sense of community cohesion is second to none.

Our mission is to give back to our community - Portsmouth. It is our home and the central 
hub for the Community Integration Programme. We work with local partners and engage 
with residents to deliver real impact. Through local workshops and events we aim to 
improve the wellbeing of local residents, encourage togetherness and belonging - while 
celebrating our differences. Together we can build a bigger, stronger community.

Programme Goals

•      Eliminate discrimination on the grounds of race or religion in our communities 
•      Promote activities to foster the understanding between people from diverse 
         backgrounds. 
•      Cultivate a sentiment in favour of equality and diversity in our communities. 
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“Through URBOND activities, we have seen members of our community lift themselves 
from the extreme isolation, boost their confidence and live the life they deserve.” 
- Ousmane Drame Founder and Chairman, URBOND

Project 1: Community works, workshops, and seminars 

Our Community Works initiative aims to get individuals and organisations actively involved 
in improving and maintaining the area they live in. We work with our council and local 
partners to maintain and improve public spaces and facilities. For example, we have worked 
with the local council and community members to plant over 100 plants, helping to improve 

To date, we have brought together over 30,200 people; spanning 75 different nationalities, 
with varying beliefs and ideologies, helping to advance racial harmony, equality and diver-
sity in our community. Through our initiatives and activities, people are building strong, 
lasting relationships with other people they wouldn’t have normally spoken to.

Our workshops and seminars focus on issues that directly affect the community, such as 
health, education and employment.

How we do it
Through the 6 main projects under this community integration programme.
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Project  2: Social events

Community events are a great way to 
encourage positive cultural exchange and 
interaction. We organise and run three 
types of social event throughout the year: 

-      socio-cultural evenings 
-      family fun days
-      group days out

Project  3: Women empowerment 

Through workshops we address some of 
the issues women in our community and 
society face. Issues such as inequality, 
health crisis and lack of opportunities 
that are faced by women are being 
discussed and support is being offered to 
the women.

Project4: Hard Talk forum and seminars 

A forum for our community members to 
address racial issues, and other major 
issues of concern in our community and 
society.the women.
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Project  5: Youth development 
programme 

A programme designed to help tackle 
youth crime and health risks (e.g. obesity). 
A combination of mentorship and sports 
participation is used to engage and 
support young people on the programme.

Project  6: Community fitness and 
sporting 

The focus is to increase participation in 
sporting activities, as a route to improv-
ing the health and well-being of the 
people in our community, as well as bring-
ing people together. We organise weekly, 
monthly, and quarterly fitness and sport-
ing activities and events for our commu-
nity members.

Basketball
Community tournaments in February and 
May.

Football
Weekly sessions and community tourna-
ments in May and August.

Volleyball
Weekly sessions and community tourna-
ments in March and July.
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‘’LSI Portsmouth is very delighted to support URBOND and the work they do in the community’’

The students and staff at LSI Portsmouth are proud to have raised and donated funds through 
their Charity Bake Sale to URBOND to support its work in the community. We have students 
from all over the world attending our courses all year-round and events and activities such as 

community fitness and sporting, workshops and socio-cultural events provides an opportunity 
for our students to meet and interact with the members of our community. This helps them to 

know more about our lovely city of Portsmouth.

We’re very delighted to support URBOND and the work they do promoting racial harmony, 
equality and cohesion in our city.” - Amelia Gibson, Student Service Manager, 

LSI Portsmouth / IH Portsmouth

OUR
IMPACT

Participants benefitted 
from  our events and 
activities  taking the  total 
number of participants to 
over 33,648 since 2013.

3,417 

Hours of volunteering on 
our community
integration programme 
in the UK.

7320

People supported (live and across 
our social media pages) by our 3 series 
online workshops on health and well-being; 
the challenges of a pandemic as part of our 
COVID response to our community 
members.

104+ 

Participants at our 
community sporting 
activities and events say 
they  will recommend a 
friend, family 
member or colleague.

90%

Trees planted by our 
members at the 
Somerstown Adventure 
Playground taking our
total number of trees 
planted since 2017 
to over 100 in our
 community.

40

Dedicated volunteers 
managing 8 projects.

15
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Dawn’s Story

Ann’s story’ 

Dawn Foster, Portsmouth

Ann Roberts, Portsmouth

I volunteer for a group called Heartlands Com-
munity voice. We have an awards night every 
year at the Charles Dickens Centre. One of these 
nights was the first time I heard the name 
URBOND. It has now been 4 years since I 
attended my first URBOND activity, I now 
volunteer for URBOND. I am normally the first 
person people see as I am at the front desk 
signing people in and welcoming them to the 
evening.

Working with URBOND has made me more 
confident than I thought I would ever have. It has 
given me knowledge of different countries and 
their customs and most of all URBOND has 
given me a chance to give back to more people 
than I thought I could. I am proud to be part of 
the URBOND community.

“In April 2016 I started going to URBOND’s 
activities after my friend kept asking me to come. 
I never really went out much but since going I 
haven’t missed one yet. URBOND is great for 
everyone as there are always lots of different 
things to do like raffles, salsa, quizzes and the 
food there is amazing! I have met some amazing 
people who are now close friends. My daughter 
who is 16 and I enjoy attending the volleyball 
practice which takes place on a Sunday and my 
son who is 9 loves the family fun days. I am glad I 
have URBOND and I am also grateful to have 
made some special friends.” 



HOW YOU CAN PLAY YOUR PART

DONATE

Your donations will help support our community work in Portsmouth. 
Visit: https://urbond.org/get-involved/donate

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

From marathons to obstacle courses. Set yourself a personal challenge and raise money 
for a great cause. 
Visit: https://urbond.org/get-involved/fundraising-events

VOLUNTEER

Over 240 activities and events organised yearly. We need your help to make them as fun 
as possible! 
Visit: https://urbond.org/get-involved/volunteer

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS

Work with us to help continue our efforts in building bigger and stronger communities.
Visit: https://urbond.org/get-involved/corporate-partnerships

JOIN OUR NEXT COMMUNITY EVENT

Experience URBOND for yourself and get to know your community a little better.

Visit: https://urbond.org/get-involved/community-events

Whether you take part in an event, fundraise or become a volunteer, you're helping us to 
continue improving the lives of the communities we work with. Your support is needed 
and appreciated.
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Contact
Charles Dickens Activity Centre,190 Lake Road,

Portsmouth,UK, PO1 4DY

Phone: +44 (0)239 229 3765

E-mail: info@urbond.org

building a bigger and stronger community together


